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LAMP audio transcript/script 2019 

 

INTRO 

Thank you for helping with LAMP, the Louisiana amphibian monitoring program.  This CD has 

been produced to help you learn to recognize the frogs you may hear on your survey routes.  The 

calls on this cd are arranged roughly in order of similarity of sound, beginning with relatively 

higher pitched and ending with relatively lower pitched species.  

**Note the audio tracks are paired so that you can first listen to the call description, which is 

then followed by the call itself on the next track.**  

In addition to the frog calls, this CD also contains data that you can access on your computer.  

Please review the READ ME document.  On the CD you will find data sheets, range maps, 

LAMP protocols and natural history information about the frogs.  Do NOT run both the audio 

and data at the same time on your computer.   

 

And now the frogs. 

 

Northern Cricket frog 

Cricket frogs make a call that sounds like two pebbles being struck together.  The northern 

cricket frog occurs statewide and may be heard calling in any month of the year.   

First you’ll hear a big chorus followed by some individual choruses. 

 

Southern Cricket frog 

In Louisiana, the southern cricket frog is only found east of the Mississippi River in the Florida 

parishes.  Its clicking has a somewhat slower or more erratic rhythm than the northern cricket 

frog.  Like the northern cricket frog, it may be heard in any month of the year. 

 

Pine woods treefrog  

The pine woods treefrog is restricted to the Florida parishes in Louisiana. It is typically found in 

pine sandhills and flatwoods.  Its clicking call has been compared to a telegraph or a machine 

gun.  

 

Pine woods &southern cricket frog 

Here are pine woods treefrogs and southern cricket frogs together. 

 

upland chorus frog  

Found throughout Louisiana, the upland chorus frog is primarily a winter breeding species but it 

may be heard calling from November through June.  Its raspy chirping call has been compared to 

thumbing the teeth of a stiff comb.  

 

greenhouse frog  

The greenhouse frog is native to Cuba and the Bahamas but has been introduced to the US and is 

now widespread in Florida.  In Louisiana, greenhouse frogs have become established in 

metropolitan areas such as New Orleans, Lake Charles & Lafayette.  It is commonly found in 

leaf litter where it lays terrestrial clutches of eggs.  Its chirping call is soft and sounds very 

similar to the chirping of crickets.  
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Rio Grande chirping frog 

The Rio Grande chirping frog is native to extreme southern Texas and northern Mexico.  It 

recently has been found in suburban areas of southern Louisiana.  It was probably transported in 

landscape plant containers.  Its call is a cricket-like chirp. 

 

Strecker's chorus frog  

Strecker's chorus frog is found in the extreme northwestern part of Louisiana, near Shreveport.  It 

calls on cold nights, usually January through March.  The peeping call sounds somewhat like a 

squeaky wheel. 

 

ornate chorus frog  

The ornate chorus frog is known only from the pinewoods in eastern Washington and the Saint 

Tammany parishes, and is considered very rare in Louisiana.  Calling may be heard from 

November to April.  The call is a sharp, loud peep that repeats at short intervals, like a chisel 

striking metal.  The not so sharp sounding peep in the following track is the spring peeper.  

 

spring peeper  

The spring peeper is common and found throughout the state of Louisiana.  It can be heard 

calling from November through May and sometimes even later in the year, but it mostly calls in 

the colder months.  The whistle-like peep rises slightly in pitch at the end.  

 

Oak toad 

In Louisiana, oak toads are found only in the Florida parishes.  They call from shallow, 

temporary puddles and depressions on warm nights, usually after a big rain in the spring and 

summer.  Their trill sounds like a chorus of baby chicks.  

 

Bird-voiced treefrog 

The bird-voiced treefrog is found in the southeastern and northern parts of the state but is not 

found in most of southwest Louisiana.  It calls from April to August, usually from trees around a 

permanent pool of water.  The beautiful call is a rapidly repeated whistle.  

 

Gray Tree Frog & Cope’s Gray Treefrog 

These 2 species of gray treefrog are virtually identical in appearance, but they are readily 

distinguished by their calls which differ in pitch and frequency.  The gray treefrog has the 

slower, lower-pitched trill of the 2 species.   

Cope's gray treefrog gives a higher-pitched and faster trill which sounds like a short blast on a 

police whistle.  Both species may be found statewide and are spring and summer callers.   

 

Here is an example of both species calling together.   

(The barking call in the background is a bronze frog.) 

 

Cope’s gray treefrog 

And here is Cope's gray treefrog by itself (with green treefrogs in the background). 

 

Southern Toad 
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The southern toad, found throughout the Florida parishes, makes a more musical trill than Copes 

gray tree frog.  It is heard in spring and summer, usually calling from rain-filled temporary ponds 

such as roadside ditches. 

 

American toad 

The American toad is found in the northwestern portion of the Florida parishes and possibly in 

northern Louisiana.  It calls in spring and early summer.  The call is similar to that of the 

southern toad but has a lower pitch and a slower trill rate. 

 

Coastal plain toad  

The coastal plain toad may be heard in the southern half of the state from April to September.  Its 

call is more guttural and less musical than that of the southern toad or American toad.  

 

Fowler’s toad 

Fowler's toad call during the spring and summer throughout the state.  Its fast, harsh trill is 

perhaps best described as a robust scream.  

(Here it is along with cricket frogs and gray treefrogs in the background.) 

 

Eastern narrow-mouthed toad 

The tiny eastern narrow-mouthed toad is found statewide and calls in the late spring and summer.  

Its call is a distinctive “Waah”. 

(Gulf coast (Coastal plain) toads and gray & green treefrogs can be heard in the background.) 

 

Squirrel Treefrog 

Squirrel treefrogs are more widely distributed in the southern part of the state and call in spring 

and summer.  Squirrel treefrogs repeat the word "rank", in much the way an angry squirrel fusses 

at an intruder.  They usually maintain a very steady cadence.  

 

Green Treefrog 

Green treefrogs call during spring and summer throughout the state.  Often, they are heard 

calling in huge choruses from very far away.  Green treefrog calls sound like the word "quank" 

repeated over and over, and they often increase the cadence of their call as they go. 

(You will also hear northern cricket frogs in the background.) 

 

Barking Treefrog 

The barking treefrog is found only in the Florida parishes and calls during the spring and 

summer. Its call sounds like a barking dog.  

 

Bronze frog  

The bronze frog is found throughout Louisiana.  It calls during the spring and summer. The call 

may have one to several "tunks". 

 

Pig frog 

The pig frog calls from permanent water in the southern part of the state.  Pig frogs make short 

but powerful grunts.  
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(Here is a pig frog, calling with green treefrogs, cricket frogs & an occasional bullfrog in the 

background.) 

 

Bullfrog 

Bullfrogs call throughout the state in spring and summer.  This familiar call has been described 

as though the frog was saying “jug-of-rum, jug-of-rum”.  

(Here’s one round of a bullfrog with some bronze frogs.) 

 

Southern leopard frog 

The southern leopard frog breeds throughout the state during the winter.  The leopard frog's call 

is a low-pitched, guttural chuckle.  

 

Cuban treefrog 

Cuban treefrogs are not established in Louisiana yet, but there is some concern that they may be 

introduced into the state.  They would likely call in warmer months, from sites similar to those 

used by green tree frogs.  The call of the Cuban tree frog sounds a bit like a squeaky door hinge.   

(These calls are from central Florida.) 

<split onto call track> 

Here is another chorus of Cuban tree frogs from Florida. 

 

For more information on Cuban treefrogs, please see the material provided in the Cuban Tree 

frog folder on the Data portion of this CD. 

 

Pickerel frog 

Pickerel frogs are found in north Louisiana and the Florida parishes and call in winter and early 

spring.  Their call is a low volume snore.  

(You will also hear spring peepers in the background.) 

 

Southern crawfish frog 

The southern crawfish frog is found west of the Mississippi River in Louisiana and it calls in 

winter and early spring.  Its call is a deep snore.  

 

Dusky gopher frog 

The dusky gopher frog was last documented in Louisiana in 1967, but it used to occur in the 

northeastern Florida Parishes.  It is still found in southern Mississippi where it breeds in winter 

and early spring. 

 

Eastern Spadefoot & Hurter’s toad  

Spadefoot toads are found in areas with sandy soil in northern Louisiana and the Florida 

parishes.  They breed explosively right after torrential rains.  There are 2 species with non-

overlapping ranges in Louisiana.  The eastern spadefoot in the eastern & Florida parishes and 

Hurter’s spadefoot in the northern & western part of the state. 

 

The spadefoot toad’s call is a loud somewhat nasal “waah" that repeats every few seconds.  
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Monitoring runs 

 

That is are all of Louisiana’s frog and toad species. 

 

On the next several tracks of this CD, you’ll hear a simulation of what you might experience on 

your actual survey routes.  There will be 10 example stops, each lasting about 1 minute.  If you 

get a data sheet ready, you can fill it in as we go.  This will give you the opportunity to practice 

and test your skills.  Of course, when you do your routes, you will be listening for 5 minutes per 

stop. 

 

Try to ID all the species calling in each example.  Also practice assigning abundance codes for 

each species.  

Code 1 represents 1 or 2 individuals calling, with no overlapping of calls. 

Code 2 is used when you think more than 1 or 2 individuals is calling, but the calls are still 

individually distinct, and some calls overlapping. 

And… Code 3 means there were too many calls for them to be individually distinct and the calls 

were continuously overlapping. 

 

STOP 1 

For our 1st stop, we could be just about anywhere in the state and the time of year is late winter. 

 

<<< OK, what did you hear?  The bulk of the sound was the creaking of the upland chorus 

frog… and I would give that a code 3.  Kinda hard to tell how many frogs were calling there.  Of 

course, it’ll be easier to tell how many frogs when you’re out in the field, it’s harder to count 

frogs on a CD. 

The peeping sounds were the spring peepers… and I would give that a code 2.  I could hear 2-3 

individuals there.  And the low chuckling sounds were the southern leopard frogs… I would give 

that a code 1. 

 

STOP 2. 

  OK, the next stop is late winter again and we’re in the northwestern portion of the Florida 

parishes. 

 

<<< OK, the loudest sound at this stop was the long, high-pitched trill of the American toad... 

and I detected 1-2 possibly of those, so we’ll give that a code 1.   

In the background you could hear the clicking of the northern cricket frog and there might have 

been enough for a code 3.  In the field it would be easier to tell that again… either a 2 or a 3. 

Occasionally you would hear the shorter, sharp trills/little bursts of the Cope’s gray treefrog and 

I would say there were 2-3 of those… possibly enough to give it a code 2… 

And, also did you hear the low-pitched rattling trill of the Gulf Coast toad?  There was only 1-2 

of those, so we’ll give that a code 1. 

 

STOP 3. 

  Now for stop 3, it’s late spring and we’re in western Louisiana.   
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<<< OK, could you distinguish both species of gray treefrog?  The softer, slower trill of the 

common gray treefrog (or just the gray treefrog).  Then there was the sharp, faster, higher-

pitched trill of Cope’s gray treefrog.  

And then of course, the barking call was the bronze frog.  All of these species were easily 

counted. 

We’ll give the gray treefrogs a code 2, as there were several of them.  And the bronze frog 

sounded like just 1… so we’ll give that a code 1. 

 

STOP 4. (track 68) 

  OK, stop #4. Again, we’re in western Louisiana and it’s late spring… 

 

<<<Well, the dominant sound here was the scream of Fowler’s toad, and I would probably give 

them a code 2.  Possibly there weren’t that many, maybe just a code 1. 

And then of course in the background, quite a few bronze frogs.  Those I would give a code 2 or 

a code 3.  Kind of hard to tell whether you could’ve counted those or not.   

And, perhaps you heard a few cricket frogs in the background as well.  I would give those a code 

1 or maybe a code 2. 

 

STOP 5. 

  It’s stop 5 and it’s late spring and we’re in the Florida parishes. 

 

<<< Hmm, this one might’ve been kinda tough.  Well, we heard the pinewoods treefrog, very 

close.  It may have been only 1 or 2 of those.  That’s the one that sounded like a machine 

running.  We’ll give that a code 1 or possibly a code 2, depending on how well you heard 

anything in the background there. 

Quite a few squirrel treefrogs calling at this site.  I would give those a code 3 (kinda hard to 

count those). 

And in the distant background, you may have heard the green treefrog.  Quite a few those as 

well.  I would give those a code 2 or a code 3.  From the distance, I would give those a code 3. 

And, you may have heard the one bronze frog in there occasionally, and… we’ll give that a code 

1. 

 

STOP 6. 

  Stop 6, still late spring and still the Florida parishes… 

 

<<<OK, most of the calls at this stop were coming from the Cope’s gray treefrog.  They sound 

like a blast of a police whistle.  Quite a few of those, we’ll give them a code 3.    

In the background again, quite a few green treefrogs.  We’ll give those a code 3… 

And, there was the prolonged musical trill, which was actually a southern toad.  But, if you 

called that an American toad, I wouldn’t blame you.  There was just one of those, so that’s a 

code 1. 

 

STOP 7. 

Our next stop could be anywhere in the state, and it’s still late spring. 
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<<<OK, the loud scream there was the eastern narrow-mouthed toad.  It sounded like just one of 

those, so that’s a code 1.  

And in the background, you could hear 1 or 2 bronze frogs calling.  We’ll give that a code 1 also. 

Filling out the background were green treefrogs… and I’d have to give that a code 3… quite a 

few green treefrogs. 

There were also a few Gulf Coast toads.  I might give those a code 1 or possibly a code 2.  I also 

occasionally heard the short trill of a gray treefrog, Cope’s gray treefrog.  So, we’ll give that a 

code 1. 

 

STOP 8. 

  Stop 8 is in the Florida parishes and it’s late spring again. 

 

<<<OK, the whistling sound there was, of course, the bird-voiced treefrog. We heard the bronze 

frog and, again, a large chorus of green treefrogs…  And a gulf coast toad… and… a single 

bullfrog.   

So, I would give the green treefrogs a code 3… everything else a code 1. 

 

STOP 9. 

  Stop # 9.  We’re in the southern part of the state and it’s summer-time. 

 

<<<OK, the background sounds there were the “quanks” of the green treefrogs and the “clicks” 

of the northern cricket frogs.  Again, too many of those to count, so both of them are code 3’s. 

And, the occasional loud grunting noises were pig frogs.  There were at least 2 of those, we’ll 

give those a code 1.  There may have been more than 2, if we were onsite, I might give those a 

code 2. 

I heard 1 bullfrog in the background… and… several bronze frogs.  I’d probably give those a 

code 2, making their little “tunk, tunk tunks”… 

And, did you hear the barred owl??  Faintly in the distance.  That’s a bird species we’d want to 

make note of in our data sheets. 

 

 

STOP 10. 

OK, for our last stop, we’re in the Florida parishes again and it’s sometime in late spring. 

 

<<< OK, in the distant background you could hear the “quanking” of the green treefrogs… a nice 

little chorus, but perhaps individually distinct.  I might have given that a code 2. 

But, the dominant sound in this segment was that seemingly endless trill…  What did you call 

that? 

An American toad?  Southern toad?  

Sorry, that wasn’t a frog.  How about a mole cricket.  Be careful out there! 

 

Well, it’s easy to make mistakes.  I missed the southern cricket frog on my first listen to stop # 5.  

If you got it, good job! 

 

Well, I hope this CD helps you and I hope you enjoy running your routes. 

 


