Vf sy P BOX TURTLES CAN BE FOUND STATEWIDE IN LOUISI-
e & ANA. THEY ARE HANDSOME AND CHARISMATIC.

o COMBINED WITH THEIR RELATIVELY SMALL SIZE, THE
T TEMPTATION TO TAKE A WILD BOX TURTLE HOME
~
W

FOR A PET IS UNDERSTANDABLE. HERE ARE SOME
REASONS WHY THAT IS NOT A GOOD IDEA.
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1 BOX TURTLE POPULATIONS ACROSS THE EASTERN

Smonz UNITED STATES HAVE BEEN DWINDLING FOR YEARS.
THEIR POPULATIONS CANNOT SUSTAIN HIGH LEVELS OF

HARVEST ON TOP OF OTHER STRESSORS, SUCH AS
HABITAT LOSS AND ROAD MORTALITY. IN THE LATE
1990s, ABOUT 30,000 WILD LOUISIANA BOX TURTLES

o u R I LES WERE REMOVED FROM THE WILD IN A PERIOD OF 41
MONTHS DESTINED FOR THE PET TRADE. IN RESPONSE
TO THESE HIGH HARVEST NUMBERS, LOUISIANA PASSED
A LAW CEASING ALL COMMERCIAL HARVEST OF BOX

, TURTLES IN THE STATE. REMEMBER, ONCE YOU REMOVE
DON'T TAKE ME TO YOUR HOME - A BOX TURTLE FROM THE WILD, IT IS DEAD ECOLOGI-

LEAVE ME IN MINE! CALLY SPEAKING, AND CAN NO LONGER HELP
MAINTAIN OR GROW POPULATIONS. IT WOULD BE A
SHAME IF FUTURE GENERATIONS COULD NO LONGER
X S —> - ENJOY THE SIGHT OF A WILD BOX TURTLE.
- an ’A"&">

LA.RE. FACT SHEET #1

‘_ > e 2 BOX TURTLES HAVE VERY STRONG AFFINITIES FOR
L D THE SMALL HOME RANGE WHERE THEY HATCHED AND
o , 7 e : LIVE. IN THESE AREAS, THEY KNOW PRECISELY WHERE

=g : . \ TO FIND FOOD, MATES AND GOOD PLACES TO LAY EGGS
g P § A OR SPEND THE WINTER. WHEN A BOX TURTLE I$

& = ’ : REMOVED FROM ITS HOME, IT CAUSES STRESS, WHICH

A : A \ ) S OFTEN LEADS TO HEALTH I1SSUES AND A SHORTER LIFE
3 - B > WS=Z AL SPAN.

3 BOX TURTLES ARE VERY LONG-LIVED. THEY CAN CER-
TAINLY LIVE 50 YEARS, AND THERE ARE RECORDS OF
THEM LIVING OVER 100 YEARS. THIS IS NOT THE KIND
OF COMMITMENT TO CARE MOST PEOPLE UNDERSTAND
WHEN THEY REMOVE A BOX TURTLE FROM THE WILD.
UNFORTUNATELY MANY BOX TURTLES REMOVED FROM
THE WILD DO NOT LIVE TO THESE OLD AGES, AS IT IS
HARD TO REPLICATE ALL THE REQUIREMENTS FOR
PROPER CARE IN CAPTIVITY.

SAVING A BOX TURTLE ON THE ROAD

ROADS HAVE BISECTED MANY HABITATS THAT BOX TURTLES
AND OTHER ANIMALS CALL HOME. AS SUCH, BOX TURTLES ARE
OFTEN KILLED WHILE SLOWLY CROSSING ROADS.

ATTENTIVE DRIVING WILL ALLOW YOU TO SPOT A CROSSING
BOX TURTLE IN ENOUGH TIME TO TAKE APPROPRIATE ACTION.
IF SAFE TO DO SO, YOU CAN MOVE A BOX TURTLE OFF THE
ROAD IN THE DIRECTION IT WAS HEADED. DO NOT RELEASE IT
ELSEWHERE. THE AREA WHERE IT IS CROSSING IS ITS HOME!

Photo by;‘inna Kathryn Ellzey'—' s

BOX TURTLES AS PETS IN LOUISIANA

WITH A LOUISIANA FISHING LICENSE, YOU CAN LEGALLY CHOICE THAN REMOVAL OF BOX TURTLES FROM THE
TAKE TWO BOX TURTLES FROM THE WILD PER DAY AND WILD.

HAVE IN YOUR POSSESSION UP TO FOUR WILD BOX

TURTLES. HOWEVER, JUST BECAUSE IT IS LEGAL DOES NOT NEVER RELEASE A PET BOX TURTLE, WHETHER CAPTIVE

MEAN IT IS THE WISE CHOICE. PLEASE LEAVE WILD BOX BRED OR WILD CAUGHT, BACK INTO THE WILD. BESIDES A
TURTLES IN THEIR HOME SO THAT FUTURE GENERATIONS LIKELY EARLY DEATH FOR THAT PARTICULAR ANIMAL,
OF KIDS AND ADULTS ALIKE CAN ENJOY THEM. DISEASES PICKED UP IN CAPTIVITY MAY BE SPREAD TO THE

WILD POPULATION IN THAT AREA. ALSO, IF THE TURTLE
[F YOU MUST GET A PET BOX TURTLE, THERE ARE CAPTIVE SURVIVES TO REPRODUCE AND IS NOT FROM THAT AREA,
BRED ANIMALS AVAILABLE THAT WOULD BE A BETTER IT CAN ALTER THE GENETICS OF THAT POPULATION.

Suggested Citation: Glorioso, B.M. and J.A. Erdmann. 2017. L.A.R.E. Fact Sheet #1: Box Turtles. Louisiana Amphibian and Reptile Enthusiasts (L.A.R.E.). 1 p.
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